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HOUSE BI LL 2092

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Condotta, Bailey, Buck, Talcott, O-cutt, Sehlin,
Cl enments, Boldt, Cox, Jarrett, Priest, Skinner, MMahan and Schi ndl er

Read first time 02/25/2003. Referred to Commttee on Higher
Educat i on.

AN ACT Relating to tuition for students deployed to the Persian
aul f geographic region; amending RCW 28B. 15. 600, 28B. 15. 625,
28B. 15. 628, and 28B. 10.017; adding a new section to chapter 28B. 15 RCW
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 28B. 15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Institutions of higher education, as defined in RCW 28B.10. 016,
shal|l provide eligible students as defined in RCW 28B. 10.017 with two
options. At the option of the eligible student, the institution shal
either refund the total tuition and fees paid by the eligible student
for the applicable academc term or shall readmt the eligible student
for one academ c termunder the follow ng conditions:

(1) The eligible student shall be exenpt from the paynent of
additional tuition and fees;

(2) No new course sections shall be created as a direct result of
students receiving the waivers;

(3) Enrollnment information on students receiving the waivers shal
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be maintai ned separately from other enrollnment information and shal
not be considered in any enrollnent statistics that would affect
budgetary determ nations; and

(4) Institutions may apply to the legislature for a supplenenta
appropriation to cover the cost of serving any student who elects to
exercise a reenrol Il nent option under this section.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.15.600 and 1995 ¢ 36 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The governing boards of the state universities, the regional
uni versities, and The Evergreen State College may refund or cancel in
full the tuition and services and activities fees if the student
withdraws from a university or college course or programprior to the
sixth day of instruction of the quarter or senester for which the fees
have been paid or are due. If the student withdraws on or after the
sixth day of instruction, the governing boards may refund or cancel up
to one-half of the fees, provided such w thdrawal occurs within the
first thirty calendar days followng the beginning of instruction.
However, if a different policy is required by federal law in order for
the institution of higher education to maintain eligibility for federal
fundi ng of prograns, the governing board may adopt a refund policy that
meets the mninmumrequirenents of the federal law, and the policy may
treat all students attending the institution in the sane manner.

The governi ng boards of the respective universities and coll ege may
adopt rules for the refund of tuition and fees for courses or prograns
that begin after the start of the regular quarter or senester. The
governing boards may adopt rules to conply with ((REAW28B-15-623))
section 1 of this act and may extend the refund or cancellation period
for students who wthdraw for nedical reasons or who are called into
the mlitary service of the United States and may refund other fees
pursuant to such rules as they may prescribe.

Sec. 3. RCW 28B.15.625 and 1991 c¢ 164 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Private vocational school s and private higher educati on
institutions are encouraged to provide students deployed either to the
Persian Gul f conbat zone, as designated by the president of the United
States through executive order, or in another location in support of
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the Persian @Qulf conbat zone, with the choice of tuition refunds or one
free term as provided under RCW 28B. 10. 017 and ((28B—315-623)) section
1 of this act for public higher education institutions.

Sec. 4. RCW28B.15.628 and 1999 ¢ 82 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that mlitary and naval veterans who have
served their country in wars on foreign soil have risked their own
lives to defend both the lives of all Anmericans and the freedons that
define and di stinguish our nation. It is the intent of the |legislature
to honor Persian Qulf conbat zone veterans and veterans of the Persian
@l f geographic region for the public service they have provided to
their country. It is the further intent of the legislature that, for
eligible Persian @ulf conbat zone veterans, institutions of higher
education waive tuition and fee increases that have occurred after the
1990-91 academ c year; and for veterans who served on active mlitary
duty in the Persian Gulf geographic region or in another location in
support of United States' mlitary action in the Persian Gulf, during
the tinme the veteran served on active mlitary duty in that |ocation.

(2) Subject to the limtations of RCW 28B.15.910, the governing
boards of the state wuniversities, the regional wuniversities, The
Evergreen State Coll ege, and the community col |l eges may exenpt veterans
of the Persian Qulf conmbat zone fromall or a portion of increases in
tuition and fees that occur after the 1990-91 academ c year, if the
veteran coul d have qualified as a Washi ngt on resi dent student under RCW
28B. 15.012(2), had he or she been enrolled as a student on August 1,
1990, and during the academic year or years the veteran served on
active mlitary duty in the Persian Glf geographic region or in
anot her | ocation in support of United States' mlitary action initiated
by executive order issued during 2003 or 2004.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "a veteran of the Persian
@Qul f conbat zone" neans a person who served on active duty in the arned
forces of the United States during any portion of the 1991 cal endar
year in the Persian @ulf conbat zone as designated by executive order
of the president of the United States or during any portion of the
2002- 03 or 2003-04 academ c years in the Persian Gulf geographic region
in support of United States' mlitary action initiated by executive
order issued during 2003 or 2004.
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Sec. 5. RCW28B.10.017 and 1991 ¢ 164 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) "Eligible student"” nmeans a student who ((H)) .

(a)(i) Was enrolled in a Washington col |l ege, university, comunity
col l ege, or vocational-technical institute on or after August 2,

1990( (7)) . and

((2)) (i) Is unable to conplete the period of enrollnent or
academ c termin which the student was enrol |l ed because the student was
depl oyed either in the Persian Qulf conbat zone, as designated by the
president of the United States by executive order, or in another
| ocation in support of the Persian Gulf conbat zone, or

(b) Was deployed in the Persian Gulf geographic region in support
of United States' mlitary action by executive order issued in 2003 or
2004.

(2) An eligible student is required to verify his or her inability
to conplete an academ c termthrough mlitary service records, novenent
orders, or a certified letter signed by the student's installation
personnel officer.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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